XXII. Malines: The Fifth Conversation

Towards the middle of December 1925 alarming reports
about Mercier's health began to reach England. On the
2ist he wrote to Halifax:

You may perhaps have heard that the papers are busy about my
health and, so I am told, have even published alarming news on
the subject.

I would like you to know the exact truth, leaving it to you to
decide whether you should communicate it to your colleagues.

For several months I have not been feeling well: and for some
weeks this malaise has been getting worse. The doctors began by
ordering complete rest, but now they flrint that a surgical opera-
tion, without serious danger, will allow me to resume all my
activities.

I have every reason to hope that by the end of January, the date
of our next meeting, I shall be about and able to receive you as be-
fore. At the same time, in case I am unable to take part in your
work, Mgr. Van Roey will always be there to preside over the
meetings.1

There was a postscript: *I have received a letter from the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who agrees to our next meeting on
January 25th/

The Cardinal may have wished to spare his friend the news
for as long as he might, for he himself knew the truth. A few
days before he had had an X-ray examination. The doctors
found that he had cancer. They told him, and that evening he
spoke to Dessain: 'Yes, Francis, tonight I have something to
offer the Holy Virgin. It is something quite out of the ordinary,
thus to receive one's death sentence/2
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